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This article identifies some of the sources that are 
helpful for the study of peasant society in mid-
nineteenth-century Egypt. In describing each of 
these sources, which involves specifying the nature 
of the data documented by a source, it highlights 
the potential use of each source and its limitations. 
It concludes that the examination of a combination 
of archival sources, rather than just one, enables 
the researcher to address some of the limitations 
of a particular source, and moreover to avoid 
developing distorted interpretations. 
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